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YOUTH RETREAT—St. Patrick’s hosted the Walker River Deanery Second Year Confirmation Overnight Retreat which occurred 

Sun., Feb. 16, through Mon., Feb. 17, in the parish hall. A total of 17 youth attended the retreat: seven from St. Patrick’s, five from St. 

John the Baptist in Lovelock, four from St. Robert Bellarmine in Fernley, and one student from St. Joseph’s in Elko.  St. Pat’s Youth 

Coordinator Paul Loop said, “The weekend could not have been a success without the awesome volunteers who helped.” They are Maria 

Guerrero and Silvia Portillo from Lovelock, Michael and Nancy Nutti from Smith Valley’s St. John the Baptist Mission Church, Brian 

Hanifan from Fernley, and Judy Northrup and the Loop family from Fallon. 

Gary Laca was appointed by Father 

Antonio Quijano, Jr., pastor of St. Pat-

rick’s Catholic Church, to the parish 

council and joins current members Bill 

Crooks, Teri Funsch, and Jeannette 

Hale, newly elected members Connie 

Knoll, Betsy Louie, and Cheryl Scher-

schel; and former appointees Alicia 

Centeno and Paul Loop, to advise Fa-

ther Tony and to serve the parish and 

parishioners. At the  February 19th par-

ish council meeting, Gary was chosen 

as chair and Teri as vice chair, while Jeannette was ap-

GARY LACA 

Anointing of the Sick 
Fri., March 20, after 9 am Mass 

Gary Laca Appointed to Parish Council, Elected Chair 
proved to continue as secretary during the second year of 

her term.  

 Gary, who, with his wife Danette, is a long standing 

and active parishioner of St. Patrick’s, played a key role 

during the construction of the new parish hall as the person 

with general oversight over the project. He is also a lector 

and often volunteers to handle minor technical or mainte-

nance tasks in and around church property. Gary and 

Danette are Eucharistic ministers who deliver Holy Com-

munion as requested to the homebound residing at The 

Homestead and Highland Village. They also often cut up 

the many roasted turkeys required for the parish’s annual 

Christmas potluck dinner held in the parish hall.  

Penance Service 
Wed., March 25, 6:30 pm 
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CANTOR WORKSHOP—The parish hall of St. Patrick’s was the scene of a diocesan-sponsored 

Cantor Workshop held on Sun., Feb. 16, from 1-5 p.m. The presenter was Berta Sabrio, Vice Pres-

ident of Programming and Planning, from the National Association of Pastoral Musicians, who 

provided personalized instruction and formation related to the role of Cantor.  Over 30 individuals 

from several area parishes, including 10 from St. Patrick’s, participated in the workshop. “It was 

fun, and I loved it,” commented Barbara Karo, who praised Sabrio as an excellent teacher. Among 

the helpful information she provided was how to improve a cantor’s singing with posture, breath-

ing techniques, shaping the mouth, emphasizing vowel sounds, etc. According to Dennis Mills, the 

instructor also gave tips on prayer and reflection on the Psalms. How to position the body for ac-

cessing increased air for singing, how to vocalize the Psalms for improved emphasis on certain 

words or sections, and how to project the voice to the back of the church were other topics cov-

ered, added Judy Northrup. Sabrio also offered a similar workshop on Sat., Feb. 15, at St. Albert 

the Great Church in Reno. 

CLEAN UP—An employee of a local carpet and uphol-

stery cleaning company scrubbed the 30 or so Rose 

Room chairs on a sunny and relatively warm Monday 

afternoon recently. 

MARCH 19-11:50 pm 

SPRING BEGINS 

Coronavirus: Diocese Guidelines 
With the increasing concern about the spread of the coronavirus/Covid 

19, the Diocese of Reno has made recommendations and considera-

tions for Eucharistic liturgies, in addition to personal precautions ad-

vised by the Center for Disease Control. These are based on guidance 

from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops as well as 

practices adopted by some dioceses. Among the recommendations and 

considerations are the following: 

1. Individual parishioners should give consideration to receiving 

Communion in the hand reverently for the time being and out of 

charity for their neighbor, given the experience of direct contact 

with saliva in the distribution of Communion on the tongue. 

2. Parishes are to decide an appropriate manner of exchanging the 

Sign of Peace, always respecting the sensibility of those next to 

them. 

3. Consideration should be given to refraining from holding hands 

during the Lord’s Prayer or at least to respect those who choose 

not to do so as a measure of caution. 

4. The Catholic faithful who are sick or experiencing symptoms of 

any illness are not obliged to attend Mass and, out of charity, 

ought not to attend. As an alternative, they can participate via the 

Sunday TV Mass at 9 a.m. on KOLO TV (Channel 8) or spend 

time in some form of worship. 


